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* Film titled “False Belongings”
* Summary of the PVUSD Discipline Policies
* Resource Guide for Services in Santa Cruz County
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WHAT IS A STREET GANG?

A sreet gang is formally defined as a group of three or more persons who gather, on
an ongoing basis, for the purpose of engaging in criminal activity. Street gangs will
have a common name, sign or symbol that allows them to isolate themselves in their
community and identify themselves to rival gangs.

Each member’s loyalty to their gang becomes stronger than their sense of ethics,
common sense, and even the bond of the family. The gang becomes their new
family.

Children will join for many reasons, including:

. Money / Drugs . Protection / Intimidation
5 Lack of self esteem . Glamour in the media

. No strong family ties . Excitement

B Failure in school . Family history of gang

. Poor social skills membarship

DANGERS OF LIFE IN A
STREET GANG

» Violent conflicts with rival gangs
ending in serious injury or death

Arrest and prosecution for their crimes often resulting in lengthy
prison terms

Commonly attacked and murdered for trying to leave the gang
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THE PROCESS OF
BECOMING A GANG
MEMBER

STIMULATE:

Your child receives stimulation from a peer, an older family member, or someone in
the media and the excitement appeals to your child.

EMULATE:

Your child begins to acquire the clothing and “toys™ admiring what they represent,
and will often start drawing gang symbols in notebooks or other personal spaces.

SIMULATE:

Your child will start pretending to be a gang member by dressing like, and speaking
the slang of a gang member. Your child will start spending time away from home
and be secretive about their friends.

PERFORM:

Your child is now a Gang Member. You will know very little about their activities or
friends, and their life obviously revolves around the gang. What you say will have
little impact and you are no longer in control of your child.

DETELCTION AND PREVENTION

BE AWARE:

There are gang influences in every community. Know where and who they are.
Understand that it is common in Television, Movies, Video Games, and Music.

continued on next page




‘ INSPECT:

Detection and Prevention continued

Know your child’s world. Inspect their books, rooms,
backpacks, and other places your child may hide
* drawings, drugs, or gang symbols. Most important,

know your child's friends and where they gather.

PREVENTION:

Come between your child and those gang influences. Become involved in your child’s

activities. You are your child's best role model.

BE ASSERTIVE:

You are the parent. You must set the boundaries and be consistent in your discipline.

Your child MUST know that you are in charge.

COMMUNICATE:

Teach your child a strong sense of family, heritage, and values important to success.
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Counseling and Support
i %
Pajaro Valley Prevention and Student Assistance, Inc. 728-6445
Victory Outreach (gang involvement) 750-2816
Santa Cruz Co. Mental Health/Substance Abuse (800) 952-2335
Santa Cruz County Children's Mental Health 454-4900
Catholic Charities 722-2675
Youth Services, Watsonville & Santa Cruz 728-2226, 425-0771
Suicide Prevention 458-5300
Parent Stress Hotline T724-2879

Community Kesources

You can receive help or information from
your child's school, your church, your doctor,

a counselor, or any of the following local .
resources:

Youth Prevention Dervices

Pajaro Valley Prevention and Student Assistance, Inc.
Santa Cruz County Alcohol & Drug Prevention Services
Big Brothers, Big Sisters

City of Watsonville Parks & Community Service Depart.
YMCA

YWCA

Guitars Not Guns

728-6445
454-4050
464-8691
768-3240
728-9622
724-6078
www.guitarsnotguns.org

Law Enforcement

Watsonville Police Department

Non-Emergency, Police Officer Needed 471-1151
Investigations Unit and Juvenile Services 768-3350
Crime Tip Hotline 728-3544
Santa Cruz County Sheriff's Department
Watsonville Service Center 763-4420
Aptos Service Center 662-0690
Santa Cruz County Probation Department 454-3800




